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yet desires to eonsume the remainder of liis own Aiekering lamp of life by the 
resnmptloii of those labors in that island, under more fiiyQrable and better aoepi- 
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io the seryiee of my 8u£fering raee than might otherwise haye Mim to my lot. 
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In the eaase of God and Humanity. 
JAMES THEODORE HOLLY, Aetor i/SL LMs Chur^ 

Kbw Hatin, Gomn., Auoobt Ist, 1857. 



r.EOTTJIlE. 



• ••» 



The task that I propose to mys6lf in die present leetorey k 
an earnest attempt to defend the inherent eapabilities of the 
negro raee, for 8elf-goyernment and civilized prpgress. For 
this purpose, I will examine the events of Haytian Historyi 
from Ihe oommenoement of their reyolution down to the pre- 
sent period^ so far as the same may oontribute to illostrate 
the points I propose to prove and defend. Permit me^ how- 
ever, to add, in extenaation of this^last comprehensive pro- 
position, that I must, neoessarily , review these events hastily, 
in order to orowd ihem within the oompass of an ordinary 
leoture. 

REASONS FOR ASSUMING SUG^ A TASK. 

Netwithstanding the remarkable progress of phUantturopie 
ideas and humanitarian feelings, during theiast half oentnry, 
among almost every nation and people throughout the habit- 
able globe ; yet the great mass of the Caacasian raoe stiU 
deem the negro as entirely destitute of those gualities, on 
whieh they selfishly predioate their own superiority. 

And we may add to this overwhelming olass that eherish 
sueh self-complacent ideas of themselves, to the great pre}ii- 
diee of the negro, a large quota also of that small portion of 
the white raee, who profess to believe the truths, ^^ That Grod 
is no respeotor of persons ;" and that '' He has made of one 
blood, all the nations that dwell upon the &ce of the earth." 
Yes, I say, we may add a large numher of the noisy agita- 
tors of the present day, who would persuade themselves and 
the world, that they are really ehristian philanthre^ists, to 
ihat overwhelming erowd who openly traduoe the negro ; be- 
oause too many of those pseudo-humanitarians have lurking 



in their heart of hearts» a aeoret ixifidelity in regard to the 
real eqaality of the blaok man, whioh is eyer ready to man- 
ife8t its oonoealed sting, when the fall and uneqaiyocal ree- 
Ggnition of the negroi in all respeotsy is pressed home upon 
their hearts. 

Heaee» between this downright prejudice against this 
long abuaed raoe, whidi is Aauntingly maintained by myriads 
of their oppressors on the one hand ; and this wo6ful distrust 
ef his natural equalityi among those who elaim to be his 
firiend8y <»i tiie other ; no eamest and fearless efforts are put 
Ibtth to yindieate their oharaeter, by eyen the few who may 
really admowledge this equality of the raoes. They are 
o^erawed by the oyerpowering inAuenoe of the oontrary sen- 
tknent. Thie sentiment unneryes their hands and palsies 
their tongne ; and no pen is wielded or yoiee heard, among 
that raee of men, whioh fearlessly and boldly plaees the 
negro side by side with the white man, as his equal in all 
respeots. But to the oontrary, eyery thing is done by the 
enemies of the negro raoe to vilify and debase them. ' And 
the result is, that many of the raee themselyes, are almost 
persuaded that they are a brood of inferior beings. 

It is then, to attempt a fearless but truthful yindleation of 
this raoe, wiih whieh I am identified — ^howeyer feeble and 
immature that elTort may be — ^that I now proeeed to set forth 
the f(dlowing address : 

I wishy by the undoubted ^eiots of history, to east baek the 
yile aspersions and foul ealumnies that haye been heaped 
upon my raoe for t^bie last four eenturies, by our unprinei- 
pled oppressors ; whose base interest, at the expense of our 
blood and our bpnes, haye made them reiterate, from gene- 
ration to generation, during the long mareh of ages, eyery 
thing that would prop up the impious dogma of our uatural 
and inherent inferiority. 

AN ADDinONAL BEASON FOS THE PBESENT TASK. 

Bmt this is not alL I widi hereby to oontribute my influ 
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onoe — ^however small that ioilaenee— to effect a grandeiir and 
dearer object to oor raee than even this tmthfal vindication 
of them before the world. I wish to do all in my power to 
inflame the latent embers of self-respeQt, that the eraelty 
and injastice of our oppressors, have nearly extinguished in 
oar bosoms, daring the midnight ehill of eenturies, that we 
have elanked the galling ehains of slavery. To this end, I 
wish to remind my oppressed brethren, that dark and dismal 
as this horrid night has been, and sorrowfal as the general 
reflections are, in regard to oar raee ; yet, notwithstanding 
these diseoaraging oonsiderations, there are still some proad 
historio reeolleetions, linked indissolubly with the most im« 
portant events of the past and present oentury, whieh break 
the general monotony, and remove some of the gloom that 
hang over the dark historio period of African slavery, and the 
aooursed traffic in whieh it was oradled. 

THE REYOLUTIONARY HISTORY 0F HAYTI, 

THB BASIS 0F THIS ABOUMENT. 

These reeolleetions are to be found in the history of the 
heroio events of the RevoIution of Hayti. 

This revoIution is one of the noblest, grandest, and most 
justifiable outbursts against tyraimieal oppression that is re- 
oorded dn the pages of the world's history. 

A raoe of almost dehumanized men~made so by an 
oppressive slavery of three eenturies^arose from their slum- 
ber of ages, and redressed their own unparalled wrongs with 
a terrible hand in the name of Grod and hum^nity. 

In this terrible struggle for liberty, the Lord of Hosts di- 
reeted their arms to be the instruments of His ^udgment on 
their oppressors, as the reeompense of His violated law of 
love between man and his fell6w, whieh these tyrants of the 
new world had been guilty of, in the eenturies of blood, 
wrong, and oppression, whieh they had perpetrated on the 
negro raee in that isle of the Oarribean Sea. 

But aside from this great providential and religious view 



of tlus great moYement, that we are always bomid to seek 
for, in all human aiTairs, to see bow they square with the 
mind of Grod, more espeoially if they relate to the destinies 
of nations and people ; — the Haytian Reyolution is also tiie 
grandest politioai event of tiiis or any other age« In weighty 
oauses, and wondrous and momentous features, it surpasses 
the Amerioan rerolution, in an inoomparable degree. Pie 
reyolution of this oountry was only the revolt of a people 
abready oomparativeIy free,' independent, and highly enlight- 
ened. Their greatest grievanoe was the imposition of three 
penoe per pound tax on tea, by the mother oountry,withouttheir 
eonsent. But the Haytian revolution was a revolt of an un- 
edueated ahd menial olass of slaves, againsttheir tyrannioal 
oppressors, who not only imposed an absolute tax on thoir 
unrequited labor, but also usurped their very bodies ; and 
who would have been prompted by the brazen infidelity of 
the age then rampant, to dispute with the Almighty, the pos- 
session of the souls of these poor oreatures, oould suoh brazen 
effrontery have been of any avail, to have v^ung more iU.got. 
ten gain out of their viotims to add to their worldly goods. 

These oppressors, against whom the negro insurgents of 
Hay ti had to eontend, were not only the govemment of a 
far distant mother oountry, as in the ease of the Amerioan 
reyolution ; but unlike and more fearful than this revolt, tiie 
eolonial government of Hayti was also thrown in the balanoe 
against the negro revolters. The Amerioan revolters had 
their eolonial government in their own hands, as well as their 
individual liberty at the oommenoement of the revoltttion 
The blaok insurgents of Hayti had yet to grasp both their 
personal liberty and the oontrol of their oolonial govemment, 
by the might of their own right hands, when their heroio 
stmggle began. 

The obstaeles to surmount, and the difficulties to oontend 
against, in the Amerioan revolution, when oompared to those 
of the Haytian, were, (to use a homely but olassio phrase,) 
but a *^ tempest in a teapot," oompared to the dark and lurid 
thunder storm of the dis8olving heaven8. 
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I Never before, in all the annals of the world's hiertory, did a 
^ation of abject and ohattel slayes arise in the terriSElo mighi 
pf their resusoitated manhood, and regenereie, redeem, and 
disenthrall themselyes : by taking thetr staiionittt one gigan- 
tio bound, as an independent nation, among the senrereigntiee 
of the world. 

It is, therefore, ihe unpatalelled inoidents that led to^i^ 
wonderfal eyent, that I now intend to review rapidly , in order 
to demonstrate thereby, the oapaoity of the negro raoe for 
self-goyernment and oivilized progress, to iiie fulle9t extmt 
and in the highest sense of these terms. 

PBEUMINART INGmENTS 0F THE B£VOliUTIiQN. 

I shall prooeed to deyelop tho Arst evidenoe of the oompe- 
tenoy of the negro raee for self-goyemment, amid the histor- 
ieal inoidents that preoeded their terrible and bloody 
reyolution ; and in the eyents of that heroio struggle itself. 
When the oosmopolitan ideas of " Liberty, Pratemity, and 
Equality," whioh swayed the mighty minds of Pranoe, to- 
ward the olose of the 18th oentury, reaohed the oolony of St. 
Domingo, through the Massaio olub, oomposed of wealthy 
oolonial planters, organizedln the Prenoh oapitol ; all olasses 
in that island, exoept the blaok slave and the firee oolored 
man, were instantly wrought up to the greatest effervesoenoe| 
and swayed with the deepest emotions, by the startling doo- 
trines of the equal politioal rights of all men, whioh V7ere 
then Ro boldly enunoiated in the faoe of the tyrannioal des- 
potisms and the immemorial assumptions of the feudal 
aristooraoies of the old world. 

The oolonial dignitaries, the military 6ffioers, and other 
agents of the goyemment of Franoe, fhen resident in St. 
Domingo, the rioh planters and the poor whites, (these latter 
oalled in the parlanoe of that oolony *^Le8 petits blancSj) 
were all from first to last, swayed vdth the intensest and tlie 
most indesoribable feelings, at the promulgation of these 
bdd and radioal theories. 





All were in a perfect fever to realize and enjoy tibe prioe- 
less boon of politioal and sooial privileges that these revola- 
tionary ideas held out before them. And in their impatienoe 
to grasp these preeious prerogatives, they momentarily forgot 
their eolonial dependanoe on Franoe, and spontaneously oame 
together in a general assembly, at a small town of St. Domin- 
go, oalled St. Maro ; and proeeeded to deliberate seriously 
about taking upon themselves all the attributes of national 
sovereignty and independenoe. 

And when they had deliberately matured plans to suit 
themselves, they did not hesitate to send representatives to 
propose them to the national government of France, for its 
aeknowledgment and aoquiesoenoe in their desires. 

Sueh was the radieal consequenoe to whieh the various 
elasses of white oolonists in St. Domingo seized upon, and 
earried the oosmopolitan theories of the French philosophers 
and politieal agitators of the last oentury. 

But from all this exGitement and ODthusiasm, I have already 
excepted the blaek and oolored inhabitants of that island. 

The white eolonists of St. Domingo, like our liberty loving 
and demoeratie feIlow citizens of the United States, never 
meant to inelude this despised raee, in their glowing dreams 
of " Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity." 

Like our model Republieans, they looked upon thi^ hated 
raee of beings, as plaoed so far down the seale of humanity, 
that when the " Rights of man" were spoken of, they did not 
imagine that the most distant reference was thereby made to 
the negro ; or any one through whose veins his tainted blood 
sent its erimsoned tide. 

And so blind were they to the faot that the " Rights of 
Man" eould be so oonstrued as to reoognise the humanity of 
that oppressed raoe ; that when the National assembly of 
France, swayed by the just representations of the " Friend8 
of the Blaeks" was led to extend equal politieal rights to the 
free men of oolor in St, Domingo, at the same time that this 
National body ratiSed the doings of the General Golonial 
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assembly of St. Maro : these sapae oolonists who faad been so 
loud in tiieir hurrahs for the Rights o/Man^ now oeased their 
olamors for liberty in the faoe of this jttst national deoree^ 
and suUenly resoIved ^^ To die rather than share eqaal politi- 
oal rights with a bastard raoe." Saoh was the insulting 
term that this oolonial assembly then applied to the free mea 
of oolor, in whose veins ooursed the blood of the proud plant- 
er, oommingled with that of the lowly liegress. 

THE SELF-POSSBSSION 0F THE BLAOKS ; 

AN ETIDEa7CE 0F THEIB CAPACITT FOB SBLP-OOTEBNMBMT. 

The exceptional part whioh theblaoksplayedinthe moving 
drama that was then being enaeted in St. Domingo, by their 
stern self-possession amid the farious exoitement of the 
whites, is one of the strongest proofs that oan be adduoed to 
siibstantiate the oapabilities of the negro raoe for self-gov- 
emment. 

The eareless reserve of the seemingly dehumanized blaok 
slave, who eontinued to toil and delve on, in the moilotonous 
round of plantation labor, under a oruel task master, in a 
manner so entirely heedless of the furious hurrahs for £reeddm 
and independenee ; the planting of Liberty poles, surmounted 
by the oap of Liberty ; and the ereotion of statues to the 
goddess of Liberty, whioh was going on around him : this 
apparent indifference and oarelessness to the surging waves 
of freedom that were then awakening the despotisms of 
earth from their slumber of ages, showed that the slave un* 
derstood and appreoiated the difl5culties of his position. He 
felt that the hour of destiny, appointed by the Almighty, had 
not yet toUed its summons for him to arise, and avenge ihe 
wrong of ages. 

He therefore remained heedless of the effervesoenoe of lib- 
erty that bubbled over in the bosom of the white man ; and 
oontinued at his sullen labors, bidinghis time for deliveranoe. 
And in this judicious reserve on the part of the blaoks, we 
have one of the strongest traits of self-government, 
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When w6 look npon lliis oharaoteristiG of eool, self-possed- 
sion, we eannot but regard it as almost a rniraele under the 
oiroumstanoes. We oannot see what magio power eould keep 
8uah a warm blooded raoe of men in suoh an iee hound spell 
of oold indiAerenoe, when every other olass of men in that 
eolony was Aush with the exoiteraent of liberty ; and the 
whole idland was rooked to its oenter, with the deafening 
surges of Erualitt, that eehoed from ten thousand throats. 

One would have supposed, that at ihe very fiirst sound of 
ireedom} the 500,000 bondmen in that island, whose anoestry 
for three oenturies had worn the yoke of slavery ; would 
have raised up, at onoe, in their overwhelming numerieal 
power and physioal stalwartness, and oried out LIBERTY ! 
with a voioe so powerful as to have Gleft asunder the bowels 
of tihie earth, aud buried slavery and every negro hater and 
(^ppre^sor who might dare oppose their just rights, in one 
eommon grave. 

But as I have said, they did no sueh thing ; they had a 
oonsoious faith in the ultimate designs of God ; and they 
silently waited, trusting to the workings of His over-ruling 
ProvidwGe to bring about the final day of their deliverance. 
In doing so, I elaim they have given an e^idenoe of their 
ability to govern theaiselves, that ought to silenee all pro- 
slavery oalumniators of my raoe at onoe, and forever, by its 
poweriiil and undying refutation of their slailders. 

And let no one dare to rob them of liiis glorious trait of 
'eharaoter, either by alledging. that they remained thus indif- 
ferent, beoause they were too ignorant to appreeiate the bless- 
ings of liberty ; or by saying, that if they understood the 
import of these olamors for the " Rights ol Man," they were 
tiius quiet, beeause they were too oowardly to strike for their 
disenthralment. 

The oharge that they were thus ignorant of the prieeless 
boon of ireedom, is refuted by the anteoedent history of the 
8ervile insurreotions, whioh never oeased to raek that island 
fi»m 1^22 down to the era of negro independenee. The 
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negro insurgents, Polydore, Maeandel, and Padrejan, who had 
at yarious times, led on their enslaved brethren to daring 
deeds, in order to regain their God-given liberly, brand that 
assertion as a libel on the negro oharaoter, that says, he was 
too oowardly to strike for the inheritanoe of its preoiousboon. 

And the desperate resolution to be free, that the Maroon 
negroes of the island maintained for 85 years, by their valorous 
struggled, in their wild mountain fastnesses, against the eon- 
oentrated and oombined operations of the French and Spanish 
authorities then in tiiat eolony ; and whioh iinally eompelled 
these authorities to oondude a treaty with the intrepid Maroon 
Ghief, Santiago, and theieby aoknowledge their freedom for- 
ever therea^ter : this fact I say, proves him to be a base eal- 
umniator, who shall dare to say that a keen appreeiation of 
liberty existed not in the bosom of the negroes of St. Domingo. 

But again, as to the plea of eowardiee, in order to aeeount 
for the faGt of their oool seIf-possession amidst the lirst GonvuI- 
sive throesof RevoIutionary liberty, permit me to add in refuta- 
tion of this ^allaey, that if the daring inoidents of anteeedent 
insurreotions do not suiEoiently refute this oorreIative oharge 
also ; then the daring deeds of dreadless heroism performed by 
a Toussaint, a Dessalines, a Rigaud, and a Ghristophe, in the 
subsequent terrible, but neoessary revoIution of the negroes ; 
in whioh blaok troops gathered from the plantations of slavery, 
met the best appointed armies of Pranoe, and at various 
times, those of England and Spain also : and proved their 
equal vaIor and prowess with these best disoiplined armies of 
Europe — this dreadless heroism, evinGed by the blaoks, I say, 
is suffiGient to nail the infamous imputation of oowardioe to 
the wall, at onoe and fore\rer. 

Henoe nothing shall rob them of the immaoulate glory of 
exhibiting a stem seIf-possession, in that feverish hour of ex- 
oitement, when every body around them were erying out 
Liberty. And in this ^udioious seIf-GontroI at this eritioal 
junGture, when their destiny hung on the deoision of thehour, 
we have a brilliant illustration of the oapaoity of the raoo 
for 8eIf.government. 
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STMTTiAR EVrDENCE ON THE PART 0F THE FREE MEN 0F GOLOR. 

Bat additional and still stronger eyidenoe of tliis faot 
erowd upon us, wlien we see that the free men of oolor re- 
mained entirely passive during tha first stage of this revolu- 
tionary effervesoenoe. This elass of men, as a general thing, 
was edueated and wealthy ; and they were burthened with 
duties by the State, without being invested with oorrespond- 
ing politioal privileges. From sueh unjust exaotions they 
had every reason to seek a speedy deliveranoe. And this 
great tumult that now swept over the island, oiTered them a 
propitious oppprtunity to agitate with the rest of the free men 
of the oolony for the removaI of their politioal disabilities. 

They had greater oause to agitate than the whites, beoause 
they sufFered under heavier burdens than that olass. Never- 
theless, in the first great outbreak of tbe water-Aoods of lib- 
erty — ^tempting as the oooasion was, and diffioult as restraint 
must have been ; yet the free men of oolor also possessed 
iheir souls in patienoe, and awaited a iriore propitious oppor- 
tunity. Oertainly no one will attempt to stigmatise the ealm 
judgmentof these men in this awfal orisis of suspense, as 
the result of ignoranoe of the ^blessings of freedom, when it 
is known that many of this olass were eduoated in the sem- 
inari^s of Franoe, under her most brilliant professors ; and 
that they were also patrons of that prodigy of literature, the 
Enoyolopedia of Franoe. 

Keither oan they stigmatize this olass of men as oowards, 
as it is also known that they were tl;ie voluntary oom- 
peers of the Revolutionary heroes of the United States ; and 
who, under the banhers of France, mingled their sable 
blood with the Saxon and the Frenoh in the heroio battle of 
Savannah. 

Then this oalm indifFerence of the men of oolor in this 
orisis, notwithstanding the blood of three exoitable raoes 
mingled in their veins with that of the Afrioan, viz : that of 
the Prenoh, the Spanish, and the Indiau ; and notwithstand- 
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ing, they had glorious reoolleetions of their seryioes. in the 
oause of Amerioan Independenoe, ineiting them on-f-this oalm 
indifferenoe, on their part, I say, notwithstanding these excit* 
ing oauses, is another grand and striking illustration of the 
oonaeryative oharaoteristios of the negro raoe, that demon* 
strate their oapaoity for self-govermnent. \ 

THE OPPORTUNB MOYEMENT 0F THE FREE COLORED MEN. 

The tumultuous^ events of this exoitement among the 
white oolonists rolle^ onward, and brought tlie auspioious 
hour of negro destiny in that island nearer and nearer, when 
Frovidenoe designed that he should play his part in the great 
drama of ireedom that was thea being enaoted. Of oourse 
the propitious moment for the free men of eolor to begin to 
move would present itself prior to that for the movement of 
the negro slaves. 

The opportunity for the men of oolor presented itself when 
the general oolonial assembly of St. Maro's (already re- 
ferred to) sent deputies to Pranoe, to present the result of its 
deliberatioDS to the National Assembly; and to ask that 
august body to confer on the oolony the right of self-govern- 
ment. ^ 

At this time, therefore, when the aiTairs of the eolony 
were about to undergo examination in the supreme legisla- 
ture of the mbther eountry, the free men of oblor 8eized upon 
the oeeasion to send deputies to Franoe also, men of their own 
easte, to represent their grieyanoes and make their wishes 
known to the National Assembly. This disoreet disoernment 
of sueh an opportune moment to make suoh a movement di* 
vested of every other oonsideration, shows a people who 
ttnderstand themseWes, what they want, and how to seek it. 

But when we prooeed to oonsider the most approved man* 
aer in whioh tibte representations were made to the National 
Aasembly, by the oolored delegates in behalf of their oastOi 
in the ooloiiy of St. Domingo, and the iniluenoes they iMrought 
to bMT upon that body^ a3 eshibited hereafter : we shail 
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peroeiv6 thereby tliat they showed suoh an intimate aoqaaint« 
anoe with the seoret springs of governmental maohineryy 
as demonstrated at onoe their oapaoity to govem them- 
selves. 

This deputation fitst drewup a statement in behalf of tihieir 
oaste in the oelony» Qf suoh a stirring nature as would be oer- 
tain to oommand the national sympathy in llieir oause, when 
presented to th6 National Assembly. But previously to pre« 
sentiog it to that assembly, they took the wise preoaution to 
wait upon the honorable president of that august body, in 
order to enlist and oommit him in their favor| as the first step* 
ing stone to seoure the suooess of their objeot before the 
Supreme Legislature. 

They prevailed in their mission to the President of the Asn 
sembly; and suooeeded in obtaining this very emphatio 
assuranoe firom him : '^ No part of the nation shall vainly re« 
olaim their rights before the assembly of the repre$entatives 
of the Prenoh people." 

Having aooomplished thisimportant step, the oolored dep* 
uties next began to operate through the Abolition Sooiety of 
Paris, oalled ^^Les Amis des NoirSy^ upon suoh of the mem- 
bers of the assembly as were affiliated with this sooiety, and 
thus already indireotly pledged to favor sueh a projeot as 
theirS} asking simple justioe for l^eir raoe. They were again 
mooessful, and Gharles De Lameth, one of the zealous pat* 
rons of that sooiety, and an aotive member of the National 
Assembly, was engaged to argue their oause before the Su- 
preme Legislature of the nation, although strange to say, ha 
washimself a ooloniai slaveh6lder at that time. 

And at the appointed moment in the National Assembly^ 
this remarkable man felt prompted to utter these astoundii^ 
words in behalf of this oppressed and dis&anohised olass of 
the oolony : '^ I am one ofv the greatest prophetors of St, Do» 
mingo ; yet I deolare to you, that sooner than lose sight of prin* 
oiples so saored to jttstioe and humanity, I would prefer to 
lose all that I possess. I deolare myself in favor of admitting 
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the men of eolor to tiie lights of Gitizenship ; and in favor of 
the ireedom of the blaeks." 

Now let us for a moment stop and reflect on the measures 
resorted to by the oolored deputies of St. Domingo, in Paris, 
who, by their wise stratagems, had brought their oause step 
by step to sueh an eyentful and auspieious erisis as this. 

Gould there have been surer measures oonoooted for the 
suooess of their plans, than thus oommitting the president of 
the assembly to their eause in the first plaoe ; and afterwards 
pressing a liberty-loving slaveholder into their servioe, to 
thunder their measures through the National Assembly, by 
suoh a bold deolaration ? 

"Who among the old fogies of Tammany Hall — ^that junta 
of soheming poUtioians who govern this oountry by puUing 
the wires of party, and thereby making every oAioial of the 
nation, from the President of the United States down to the 
Oommissioners for Street Sweeping in the City of New York, 
danee as so many puppets at their bidding— I repeat it— who 
among these all powerful but venal politioians of old Tam- 
many, oould have surpassed these taotios of those nmoh abused 
men of oolor, who thus swayed the seoret springs of the Na- 
tional Assembly of Pranee ? And who, after this convincing 
proof to the eontrary, shall dare to say that the negro raee is 
not oapable of self-government ? 

But to return to the thread of our narrative. When the 
seeret springs had been tbus seoured in their behalf, they had 
nothing to fear from the popular heart of the nation, already 
keenly alive to the sehtiments of Liberty, Equality, and Fra- 
ternity ; beeause the simple justice of their demands would 
oommend them to the peq)le as soon as they were publiely 
made known in Pranee. 

In order to make the very best impression on the popular 
heart of the nation, their petition demanding simple justice 
to their easte was aooompanied with a statement very oare- 
fully drawn up. 

In this statement they showed that their oaste in the ool-* 
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ony of St Domingo possessed one-third of the real estate, 
and one-foarth of the personal eiTeets of the island. They 
also set forth the advantages of their position in the politieal 
and sooial affairs of St. DomingOi as a balanoe of power in 
the hand of the imperial goyemment of France, against the 
high pretensions of the haughty planters on the one hand, 
and the seditioaa spirit of the poor whites on the other. And, 
as an additional oonsideration, by way of oapping the oli- 
max, they offered in tbe name, and in behalf of the free men 
of oolor in the oolonyy six millions of firanos as a loyal oontri- 
bation to the wants and finanoial exigencies of the National 
Treasuryi to be employed in liqaidating the debt of their oom- 
mon ooantry. 

Thosi if neither their wire-working maneaverS| the ja8tice 
of their oausei or the oon8ervative inAuenee whieh their 
position gave them in the oolonyi had not been enough to 
aeoure the end whioh they sought ; then the tempting glitter 
of so muoh oashi eould not be resistedi when its ponderous 
weight was also thrown in the soale of justice. They sue- 
oeededi as a matter of eoursoi in aeeomplishing their pur- 
pose ; and the National Assembly of Pranoe promulgated a 
deoree on the 8th of March| 1790| seouring equal politioal 
rights to the men of oolor. 

The very suooess of this movement| and the means by 
whieh its suooess was effected| the opportune moment when 
it was oommeneedi and the immense odds that were against 
those that sought its aeeomplishment — all these things must 
hereaiter be emblazoned on the historio page as an e^erlast- 
ing tribute to the gonius of the negro raeoi and remain an 
inefiaoeable evidence of their oiq)acity for self-governm6nt ; 
ihat may be triumphantly adduoed and proudly pointed at in 
this and every suooeeding generation of the world| until the 
latest syllable of reoorded time. 
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TfiE •ORISIS PRODUOED IN THB OOLONY BY THIS DEORilE. 

THB MEN X)F GOLOR ON TH9 SIBB 0F LIBEBTT, LAWi AND OEDEtl. 

It was wheh this deeree ^was made known in the oolony dt 
St. Domingo, that ihe G-eneral Assembly of the oolony, then 
sitting at St. Haro'S) express6d the malignant sentimohts oi 
the white oolonists, ih a resdlution that I have already ^tiot^d, 
viz : they resoWed that they would ' * Rather die, th&ti share 
eqaal pdlitioal rights with a bastard raoe." 

Yinoent Oje, a man of oolor, ahd one of thie delegates to 
Paris, in behalf bf his oaste, antieipated a venomons feeling 
of this kind against his raoe, on th'e part of the white eolo- 
nists, when these deorees should be made known to them. 
He hoWever, resolved to do whatever was within his power, 
to allay this ranoorous feeling. He did not theref6re hasten 
home to the oolony immBdiately^'after the deoree was pro- 
mulgated. He Helayed, in order to allow time for their mo- 
mentary exoitement as expressed in the resolution above, to 
oool off, by a more oalm reAeotion on their sober seeond 
thought. He also tarried in Pranbe, to seoure a higher polit- 
iolal end, by whioh he would be personally prepared toreturn 
to St. Domingo, to inake the most^ favorable impression in 
behalf of his raoe, and the objepts of that deoree, on the 
minds of the white oolonists. 

To this end he suooeeds in getting the appointment of 
Commissioner of Franoe, from the Prenoh govemment, to 
Buperintend the exeoution of the deoree of the 8th of Maroh, 
1790, in the island of St. Bomingo. 

Gertainly, he might hope, that being invested with the 
saored dignity of Franoe, his person, his raoe, (thus honored 
through him by that imperial government,) and the National 
deoree itself, widi whioh he was oharged, would now be res- 
peoted. 

But not oontent with aooumulating the national honors of 
Franoe ; fearing lest the pro-Slavery eolonists would disregard 
these high prerogatives, by looking upon them as having been 
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obtained through the /anatieal ''Priends of the Blaoks" at 
Paris, by those partisans exerting an undue inAuenoe on the 
National Goyernment : he further prooeeds to gather addi- 
tional honors, by ingratiating himself into the favor of a po- 
tentate of Holland*— the Prinoe of Limbourg ; from whom he 
reoeiyed the rank of Lieutenant Oolonel, and the order of the 
Lion. Thus he wished to demonstrate to the infatuated ool* 
onists, who regarded his raoe a§ beneath their oonsideration, 
that he oould not only obtain titles and reputation in Pranooi 
by means of ardent friendS| but that oyer and aboye thesoi 
and beyond tiie boundaries of Prauoe, he oould also oommand 
a& Eure^ean oelebrily» 

This was indeed a splendid oourse of oonduot on hk part; 
and by thus gathering around him and oentering within him« 
self these oommanding prestiges of respeot, he demonstrated 
his thorough knowledge of one of the most important seorets 
in the art of goyerning ; and so £ar made anotber noble vin- 
dioation of tbe oapaoily of the negro raoe for self-goyeriii* 
ment. 

But as wo prooeed to oonsider the manner that be after* 
wards nndertook to proseoute his high National Oommissioii 
in promulgating in St. Domiogo, the deoree of the 8th of 
Mareh, 1790, we shall see additional eyideooe of t)i9 same 
master skill orowd upon us. 

He had now delayed his return from Eqrope in order to 
allow time for the allaying of hasty ^Koitementy and for 
the purpose of making the most fayorabIe adyent to titte 
island. 

He oomes a oommissioned enyoy of the Prenoh natipUi and 
an honored ohevalier of Europe. Neyertheless, with that 
prudent foresight whioh antioipates all possible emergenoies, 
he landed in St. Domingo in a oautious and unostentatious 
rnanner, so as not to proyoke any foroible demonstration 
ajgainst him. Having landed, he gaUiered around him a suite 
cd 200 men for his personal esoort, whioh his «tation justified 
liim in having as his oortege ; and whioh iTiight also i^ye 
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the very convenlent pnrpose of a body gnard to defend him 
against any attempt at a eowardly assassination from any 
lawless or mthless desperadoes of oppression in the oolony. 

At the head of this body of men, he at onee prooeeded to 
plaoe himself in oommunioation with the Oolonial Assemhly, 
then in session ; to inform it offioially of his oommission and 
the national deoree whioh he bore ; and to reqaire that as- 
sembly, as the legislative anthority of the island, to enforoe 
its obser^anoe, by enaoting an ordinanoe in aeoordanoe with 
the same. 

In this oommnnioation of Oje^ being aware of iheir pro- 
8lav^ prejadioes, he endeavored io oonoiliate them by a 
peaoe oiTering. That peaoe offering was the sanotioning of 
Negro Slavery ; for he stated to the assembly that the deoree 
did not refer to the blaoks in sendtude ; neither did the men 
of oolor, said he, desire to aoknowledge their equality. 

This speoifio assuranoe on the part of Oje, although it 
does not speak mueh for his high sense of ju8tioe, when ab- 
straotly oonsidered ; yet it shows as muoh wisdom and taot 
in the soienoe of govemment, as is evinoed by the sapient or 
sap headed legislators of this oountryy who make similar 
oompromises as a peaoe offering to the prejudioe and in]U8tioe 
of the oligarohio despots of this nation. 

Oje) however) failed to make the desired impression on the 
infatnated oolonistsy either by his National and European 
dignities, or by his peaoe oiTering of 500,000 of his blaoker 
brethren. He fell beneath the malignant hate of the 8lave* 
holding oolonists, affcer defending himseU with his little band 
of followers, against the overwhelming odds of these sanguin- 
ary tigers, with a manly heroism, only equalled by the Spar- 
tans at the pass of Thermopylee, and thus has out for himself 
an enduring niohe among the heroes in the temple of fame. 

He was oaptured ; and after a mook trial, illustrative of 
pro-slavery justioe ; something similar, for instanoe, to our 
Fugitive 81ave Law trials in Boston, Philadelphia, and Cin» 
oinnati— (tibough more meroiful in its penalty than these)*— 
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this mook oourt of St. Domingo oondomned Yinoent Oje and 
his brare lieatenant^ Jean Ghevanne» with their sarviying 
oompatriotS) to be broken alive on the wheeL 

We forget the error of the head oommitted by this right 
beartedi noble, and generous mani towards his more unfor- 
tunate brethren, in order to weep over his ignoble and un- 
worthy fate, reoeived at the hands of those monsters of oruelty 
in St. Domingo. 

I oannot better olose this notioe of Oje, than by repeating 
the oonoluding lines from a Poem dedioated to him, by that 
distinguished man of oolor, our own fellow oountryman, Prof . 
George B. Yashon, of MoGrawville Oollege : 

'* Sad waB your fate, heroie band, 
Tet monm we not, ibr yoors the stand 
Whieh will seenre to yoa a ikme, 
Tha^neyer dieth, and a name 
That will, in eoming ages be 
A Edgnal word for Liberty. 
Upon the Slaye's o'ereloaded sky, 

Yonr gallant aetiona traeed the bow, 
Whieh whispered of deliyeranee nigh — 

The need of one deeiaye blow. 
Thy ooming Ikme, Qje ! is sure ; 
Thy mune with that oi L'Oayertare, 
And &e noble sools that stood 
With both of yoa, in times of blood, 
Will liye to be the tyrant's fear— 
WiU liye, the sinking sool to eheer I" 

THE HOUK 0F DESTINY FOR THB BLAGKS. 

This untimely death of the great leader of the men of 
eolor, 8erved only to develop how plentifully the raoe was 
Auppiied with sagaoious oharaoters, oapable of performing 
daring deeds*— it served to show how well the raoe was sup- 
plied with the material out of whioh great leaders are made, 
at any moment, and for any exigenoy. 

Now oame the hour for ttie patient, deWing blaok slave to 
begin to move. He has manfully bided his time, whilst the 
white oolonists were rampant in pursuit of high politioal pre- 
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rogatiyes ; and he has remained qniet, wrhilst his biothei^ 
the freed rnan of eolor, has oarried his oause demanding 
eqaal politioal rights, triumphantly through the National 
Assembly of Pranoe. 

But most intolerable of ali) he has been perfectly stilli 
whilst his more fortunate brethren have offered even to strilee 
hands with the vile oppressor in keeping the iron yoke on his 
neok. 

Neverth6less, he has lived to see bothof these olasses foiled 
by the over-rnling hand of Frovidenoe, from interpreting the 
words *' Liberty, Eqaality, and Fraternity," to suit.theirown 
selfish and narrow notions. He Ands these two parties now 
at open hostilities with one another. He sees, on one hand| 
the despieable eolonists inviting foreign aid into the islandi 
to resist the exeGution of the National deeree and to prop up 
their unhallowed eause by the dread alternative of treason 
and rebellion, Whilst on the other hand, he beholds the men 
of Golor fighting on the side of the nation^ law, and orderi 
against the white oolonists. Amid tbis general oommotion 
his pulsations grow quiGk, and he feels that the hour of des- 
tiny is Goming for even him to strike. 

Yet he still possesses his soul in patienoe until the destined 
moment. At last he hears that Pranoe now vaoiIlates in 
oarrying out the tardy measure of justiGe that her National 
Legislature had enaoted. The mother oountry, Ihat had so 
nobly oommenoed the work of justiGe| by the national deoreoi 
en&anohising the free men of oolor, now begins to reoede 
from the high position she had assumed, in order to £eivor the 
frenzied prejudiGe of the infatuated oolonists. The negro 
8lave had hoped that by this national aot of ja$tiGe to the 
firee man of oolor, that a permanent step had been taken to- 
wards universal emanoipation, and oonse^uently his own 
eventual disenthralment. With this hope he was willing to 
oontinue quiotIy to wear his galling ohains, rejoicing in the 
newly aoquired boon of his more fortianate breliurea, es the 
earnest and pledge of his own fatare deli^eraneei by a siio* 
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ilar aot of national ^astioe. Thus the way seemed already 
payed for a peaoefal termination of his servitude. 

But, I repeat it again, the toiling blaok slave at last hears 
that the National Govenunent of Franoe vaoillates iu her 
judgment, qnails before the storm of pro-slavery inveotives, 
hurled by the insensate bigots of St. Domingo against the men 
of oolor, and finally, she reoedes from her high position by the 
National Assembly repealing the deoree of the 8th of Maroh, 
1790. Thus the slave8 dawning ray of hope and liberty is 
0Xtinguished, and there is nothing ahead but the impenetra- 
ble gloom of eternal alavery. 

This, then, is the ominous moment reserved ^or the ohain- 
ed bondmea to strike ; and he rises now from his slumber of 
degredation in the terrifio power of brute foroe. Boaokmauy 
(eailed by a Haytian historian the Spartaeus of his raoe,) was 
raisei} up as the leader of the insargents, who direoted their fury 
in the desperate struggle for liberiy and revenge, until the work 
of devastation and death was siHread throughoat the island to 
ibe most frightfal extent. He oontinued to ride on the storm 
of revolution in its hurrioane maroh, with a fury tha't beoame 
inten8ified as it progressed, untLl the oolonists, by some for- 
tuitous oiroumstanoes, were enabled to wreak their v€m- 
geanoe on this negro hero. 

But when this first hero of the slaves was oaptured and 
exeouted by their oppressors, like Oje, the fir8t hero of the 
free men of oolor ; the oapaoity of the raoe to ^urnish leaders 
eqaal to any emergenoy, was again demonstrated. 

A triamvirate of negro and mulatto ohieitains now sue- 
oeeded these two martyred heroes. 

Jean FranQois, Biassou, and Jeannot| now appeared upon 
the stage of aotion, and direoted the arms of the exasperated 
insnrgents against a faithless nation, the eruel oolonists and 
iheir English allies, whose aid these oolonists had invited, in 
their treasonable resistanoe to the National deoree, whioh Oje 
oame from Pranoe to promulgate in the name of the nation. 

In order to oontend againstsuoh overwhelming odds eSeot- 
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ually, aud fbr the purpose of obtainmg< the neeessary supply 
of arms and ammmiition, the insurgents went over, for a time, 
to the service of Spain. This goyernment had always regard- 
ed the French as usurpers in the isiand ; and the Spaniards 
were therefore glad of any prospeot of expelling iiie Prenoh 
eolonists entirely from St. Domingo. Henee they gladly ac- 
oepted the proSered seryi^e of the blaoks as a means to effeot 
this end. 

However, wehave no reason to regard the Spanish goveni- 
ment as being more favorably disposed towards the blaeks 
than that of Franoe. We may rather eonolude that Spain 
was willing to use the blaeks to subserve her end, and after- 
wards would doubtless have endeavored to reduoe them to a 
state of slayery again. 

Neyertheless the blaek slaves and free men of oolor went 
over to the oause of Spain, and used her to subserve their 
purpose in driving France not only to re-enaot her previous 
deeree in relation to the men of oolor ; but also to proelaim 
the immediate emanoipation of the blaoks, and to mvest them 
with equal politioal rights. For this purpose, three National 
Oommissioners of France were sent to the island, bearing 
these deorees of the Supreme G-overnment. 

When this glorious result was thus triumphantly effeoted| 
tiiey left the senriee of Spain and returned io the eause of 
France again. . 

Buring the struggles that took plaee while the insurgents 
were in the eause of Spain, the three leaders who headed 
them when they united with the Spaniards, were shifted, by 
the fortunes of war, from their chieftainship, and replaoed 
by Toussaint and Rigaud — one a blaok, and the other a 
mulatto, when they retumed to the service of I^ranoe. 

These two leaders, at the head of their respective oastes 
in the service of Franoe, fighting on the side of liberty, law, 
and order, eompelled the turbulent and treasonable oolonists 
to respeet these last national deorees ; drove their English 
ailies from the oolony, and extinguished the Spanish domin- 
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ion therein, and thus reduoed the whole island to the 8ubjec- 
tion of Franoe. 

When we duly oonsider this shrewd movement of the 
blaoks in thus pressing Spain in their servioe at that oritioal 
moment, when every thing depended upon the deoision of 
the hour, by whioh they were enabled to aooomplish suoh a 
glorious result, we have thereby presented another strong and 
oonvinoing proof of the oapaoity of the negro to adopt suit- 
able means to aooomplish great ends ; and it therefore de- 
monstrates in the most powerful manneri his ability for 8elf- 
government. 

THB AUSPIGIOUS DAWN 0F NEGRO RULK 

Toussaint, by his aoute genius and daring prowessi made 
himself the most effioient instrument in aooomplishing these 
important results, oontemplated by the three Frenoh Com- 
missioners, who brought the last deorees of the National 
Assembly of Franoe, proolaiming liberty throughout the 
island to all the inhabitants thereof ; and thus, like another 
Washington, proved himself the regenerator and savior of his 
eountry. 

On this aooount, therefore, he was solemnly invested with 
the executive authority of the oolony ; and iheir labors having 
been thus brought to suoh a satisfaotory and auspioious re- 
sult, two of the Oommissioners returned home to Franoe. 

No man was more oompetent tp sway the oivil destinies of 
these enfranohised bondme(i than he who had preserved suoh 
an unbounded oontrol over them as their military ohieftain, 
and led them on to glorious deeds amid the fortunes of war- 
fare reoently waged in tliat island. And no one else eould 
hold that responsible position of an official mediator between 
them and the government of France, with so great a surety 
and pledge of their oontinued freedom, as Toussaint L'Ouver- 
ture. And there was no other man, in fine, that these right- 
fally jealous freemen would have permitted to oarry out 
sueh stringent measures in the island, so nearly verging to 
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8erfdoin, whieh were so neoessary at that time in order to 
restore industry, but one of their own easte whose unreserved 
devotion to the oause of their freedoin, plaoed him beyond 
ihe suspioion of any treaeherous design to re-enslave them. 

Henoe, by these eminent oharaoteristios possessed by Tou- 
ssaint in a super esoellent degree, he was the very man for 
the hour ; and the only one fitted for the governorship of the 
oolony oaleulated to preser^e the interests of all ooneerned. 

The leading Gommissioners of France, then in the islandi 
duly reoognized this fact, and did not dispute with him the 
olaim to this responsible position. Thus had the genius of 
Toussaint developed itself to meet an emergenoy that no 
other man in Ihe world was so peouliarly prepared to fulfil ; 
and thereby he has added another inextinguishable proof of 
the oapaoity of the negro for self-government. 

But if the eombination of oauses, whioh thus pointed him 
out as the only man that oould safely undertake the fulfiilU 
ment of the gubematorial duties, are suoh manifest proofs of 
negro oapaoity ; then the manner in whieh we shall see that 
he afterwards disoharged the duties of that oiEoial station, 
goes still furtiier to magnify the self-evident fact of negro 
oapability. • 

The means ihat he adapted to heal the interneeine dissen- 
sions that threatened civil turmoil ; and the manner that he 
8uccessfully oounteraoted the maohinations of the ambitious 
G-eneral Hedouville, a French Gommissioner that remained 
in the oolony, who desired to overthrow Toussaint, showed 
that the negro chieftain was no tyrb in the seeret of govem- 
ment. 

He also established oommeroial relations between that 
island and foreign nations ; and he is said to be the first states- 
man of modern times, who promulgated the dootrine of free 
trade and reduoed it to praotioe. He also desired to seoure 
a Gonstitutional government to St. Domingp, and for this pur- 
pose he assembled around him a seleet oounoil of the most 
eminent men in the oolony, who drew up a form of eonstitu- 
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tion under his supemsion and approval, and whioh he trans- 
mitted, with a eommendatory letter to Napoleon Bonaparte, 
then First Gonsul of France, in order to obtain the sanotion 
oi the imperiai government. 

But that great bad man did not eyen aoknowledge its 
reoeipt to Toussaint ; but in his mad ambition he sUently 
meditated when he should safely dislodge the negro ohief 
from his responsible position, as the neoessary prelude to the 
re-enslavement of his sable brethren, whose freedom was 
seeure against his nefarious designs, so long as Toussaint 
stood at the helm of affairs in the oolony* 

But deoidedly the orowning aot of Toussaint L'Ouverture's 
statesmanship, was the enaetment of the Rural Gode, by the 
operation of whioh, he was sucoessful in restoring indiistrial 
prosperity to the island, whioh had been sadly ruined by the 
late events of sanguinary warfare. He efieotually solved the 
problem of immediate emanoipation and unimpaired indus- 
try, by having the emanoipated slaves produoe thereafter, as 
muoh of the usual staple produetions of the eountry, as was 
produoed under the horrible regime of slavery ; nevertheless, 
the lash was entirely abolished, and a system of wages adopt- 
ed, instead of the unoompensated toil of the laeerated and 
deWing bondman. 

In fact, the island reaohed the highest degree of prosper- 
ity that it ever attained, under the negro governorship of 
Toussaint. 

The rural oode, by whieh so muoh was aooomplished, in- 
stead of being the horrible nightmare of despotism— worse 
than slavery, that sooie of the pro-slavery ealumniators of 
negro freedom and rule would have us believe ; was, in faot, 
nothing more than a prudent government regulation of labor— 
a regulation whioh made labor the first neeessity of a people 
in a state of freedom,— a regulation whioh struok a death 
blow at idleness, the parent of poverty and all the vices — a 
regulation, in fine, whieh might be adopted with advantage 
in every civilized oountry in the world, and thereby extin- 
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gnish two-thirds of the pauperism, Yagranoy, and orime, that 
ourse these nations of the earth ; and thus lessen the need 
for poor-houses, poliee oiiieers, and prisons, that are now sus- 
tained at suoh an enormous expense^ for the relief of the poor 
and the oorreotion of felons. 

This Haytian Code eompelled every yagabond or loafer 
about the towns and oities, whp had no yisible means of an 
honest liyelihood, to find an employer and work to do in the 
rural distriots. And if no private employer oould be found| 
then the goyernment employed suoh on its rural estates, until 
they had found a priyate employer. The hours and days of 
labor were presoribed by this oode, and the terms of agree- 
ment and oompensation between employer and employed 
were also determined by its proyisions. Thus, there oould be 
no priyate imposition on the laborers ; and, as a further seou- 
rity against sueh a spirit, the goyernment maintained rural 
magistrates and a rural polioe, whose duty it was to see to 
the faithful exeoution of the law on both sides. 

By the arrangement of this exoellent and oelebrated oode, 
eyery body in the oommonwealth was sure of work and oom- 
pensation for the same, either from priyate employers or from 
the goyernment. No body need fear being staryed for want 
of work to support themselyes, as is often the oase among the 
laborers of Europe, and is fast ooming to pass in the densely 
populated oommunities of this oountry, where labor is left to 
take oare of itself under the priyate exploitation of meroenary 
oapitalists. Under this oode nobody need fear being exploit« 
ed on by suoh unprinoipled and usurious men, who williugly 
take adyantage of the poor to pay them staryation prioes for 
their labor; beoause, against sueh, the law of Toussaint 
seoured to eaoh laborer a liying oompensation. 

By the operation of this oode, towns and oities were oleared 
of all those idle persons who oaloulate to liye by their wits^ 
and who oommit nine-tenths of all the orimes that aiSiot 
oiyilized sooiety. AU suoh were oompelled to be engaged at 
aoti^e industrial labors, and thus rendered a help to them- 
selyes and a blessing to the oommunity at large. 
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By thk indastriial regalation, eyery thing Aourished In the 
island in an unpreeedented degree ; and the negro genius of 
Toussaint, by a boid and 8traight*forward proyision for the 
regulation and proteotion of his emanoipated brethren, affeot- 
ed that high degree of prosperity in Hayti, whioh ail tlie 
wisdom of the British nation has not been able to aoeomplish 
inher emanoipated West India eolonies, in oonsequenoe of 
her miserable shuiSing in establishing Goolie and Ghinese 
apprentieeship— that serai-system of ' slavery — ^in order to 
gratify the prejudioes of her pro-slayery oolonial planters ; and 
beoause of the baneful inAuenee of absentee landlordism, 
whioh seems to be an inseparable inoident of the Britishsys- 
tem of property. 

Thus did the negro goyernment of St. Domingo, show more 
patemal solieitude for the well being of her free citizenSy 
than they eyer eould haye enjoyed under the oaprioious des- 
potism of indiyidual masters who might pretend to eare for 
them ; and thus did it more truly subserye the purposes of a 
goyemment than any or all of the similar organizations of 
eiyilisation, whose only oare and objeot seem to be the pro- 
teotion of tiie feudal rights of property in the hands of the 
wealthy few ; leaying the honest labor of the many unpro- 
teoted, and the poor laborer left to starye, or to beoome a 
oriminal, to be punished either by ineareeration in the jaiIS| 
prisons and dungeons proyided for oommon felons ; or exeou- 
ted on the gallows as the greatest of maIefaotors. 

The genius of Toussaint by towering so far aboye the oom- 
mon ideas 'of this age in relation to the true purposes of goy- 
emment ; and by oarrying out his bold problem with sueh 
eminent suooess, has thereby embIaZK)ned on the historio page 
of ihe world's statemanship a fame more enduring than Pitt, 
who laid the foundation of a perpetual fund to liquidate the 
national debt of England. 

I say Toussaint has oaryed for him8elf a more enduring 
fame, beoause his soheme was more useful to mankind« The 
negro statesman deyised a plan that oomprehended in its 
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0oope the well beiog of the masses of knmanity. But Pitt 
only laid a soheme whereby the few hereditary panpers pen- 
sioned on a whole nation, with the absurd right to goyem it, 
might stili eontinue to plunge their eountry deeper and deeper 
into debt, to subserye theit own extrayagant purposes ; and 
then proyide for the payment of the saiiie out of the blood 
and sweat, and bones of the delying opetatiyes and eolliers 
of Ghreat Britain. Thus, then Toussaint by the eyident supe- 
riority of his statesmanfibip, has left on the pages of the 
world's statute book, an enduring and irrefutable testimony 
of the oapaoity of the negro for self-goyemment, and theloft- 
iest aohieyemeuts in national statesmansHip. 

And Tousaaint showed that he had not mistaken his posi- 
tion by proying himself eqTlal to that trying emergenoy when 
that demigod of the historian Abbott, Napoleon Bonaparte, 
first Gonsul of Pranoe, oonoeiyed the infernal design of re- 
enslaying the heroio blaoks of St. Pomingo ; and Who for 
the 6xecution of this nefarious purpose sent the dower of the 
Preneh Army, and a nayal Aeet of fifty-six yessels under 
oommand of G-eneral Leolero, the husband of Pauline, the 
yoluptuous and abandoned sister of Napoleon. 

When this formidable expedition arriyed on the ooast of 
St. Domingo, the Oommander found Toussaint and hid heroio 
oompeers ready to defend their Grod ^yen liberty against 
even the terrors of the godless Pirst Oonsul of Pranee. 
"Wheresoeyer these minions of slayery and despotism made 
their saorilegous adyanees, deyastation and death reigned un- 
der the exasperated genius of Toussaint. 

He made thatbold resolution and unalterable determina- 
tion, whieh, in anoient tiraes, would haye entitled him to be 
deified among the gods ; that resolution was to reduoe the 
fair eden-like Isle of Hispaniola to a desolate waste like 
Sahara ; and suifer eyery blaok to be immolated in a manly 
defense of his liberty, rather than the in^ernal and aeoursed 
system of negro slayery should again be established on that 
soil. He oonsidered it far better, that his sable oountrymen 
ahould be dead preembk than LiyiNO SLAyES. 
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The Preneh Yeterans grew pale at theterrible manner that 
ihe blaoks set to work to exeoate this resolution. Leolero 
foand it impossibie to exeoate )ns design by foroe ; and he 
was only able to win the reoonpiliation of the exasperated 
blaoks to the goyenment of Pranee? by abandoning hls hos- 
tilities and pledging himself to respeot their freedom thereaf«t 
ter« It was then that the brave Negro Q-enerals of T wssaint 
went oyer in the sendoe of Leolero ; and it was the&i that 
the Negro Chieftai2i himse]f, resigned his post to the Goyernor 
G-eneral appointed by Napoleoni and went into the shades of 
domestio retirement, at his home in Ennery* 

Thus did Toassainti by his firm resolution to execate his 
purpose^ by his devotion to liberty and the oause of his raoe, so 
oonsistentiy maintained under ail oircumstanceS| more than 
deify himself ; he proved himself more than a patriot ; he 
showed himself to be the unswerying friend and seryant of 
Grod and humanity. 

NoW| with the illustrious traits of oharaoter of this bril- 
liant negro before US| who will dare to say that the raoe who 
oan thus produoe suoh a a noble speoimen of a hero and 
statesmaui is inoapable of self-goyemment. Let sueh a vile 
slandereri if there any longer remains suoh| hide his diminu- 
tive head in the presenoe of his illustrious negro superior ! 

I know it may be said that, aft8r all Toussaint was found 
wanting in the neoessary qualities to meet, and triumph in^ 
the last emergenoy, when he was finally beguiledi and sent 
to perish in the dungeons of Pranooi a victim of the perfi,d- 
ious maehinations of the heartless Napoleon. 

On this point I will irankly own that Toussaint was defi- 
oient in those qualities by whioh his antagonist finaUy suo- 
oeeded in getting him in his power. 

So long as manly skill and shrewdness — so long as bold and 
open taetios and honorable stratagems were resorted t0| the 
blaok had proved himself| in every respeet, the equal of the 
white man. But the negro's heart had not yet desoended to 
that infamous depth of subtle depravityi that eould justify 
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him in solemnly and publiely taking an oath, with the eon- 
eealed, jesuitioal purpose, of thereby gaining an opportunity 
to deliherately yiolate the same. ' He had no oonoeption, 
therefore, that the white man from whom he had learned all 
that he knew of true— religion I repeat it — ^he had no eonoep- 
tion that the white man, bad as he was, slayeholder as he 
was — ^that even hb was really so debaSed, vile, and depraved, 
as to be oapable of suoh a double-dyed aot of villainyi as 
breaking an oath solemnly sealed by invoking the name of 
the Eternal Grod of Ages. 

Henoe, when the Gaptain Greneral, Leolero, said to Tous- 
saint, in presenoe of the Frenoh and Blaok Generals, uplifting 
his hand and jewelled sword to heaven : '* I swear before the 
faoe of the Supreme Being, to respeot the liberty of the peo- 
ple of St. Domingo." Toussaint believed in the sinoerity of 
this solemn oath of the white man. He threw down his 
arms, and went to end the remainder of his days in the 
bosom of his family. This was, indeed, a sad mistake for 
him, to plaoe so muoh oonSdenee in the word of the white 
man. As the result of this first error, he easily fell into an- 
other equally treaoherous. He was invited by Greneral Bru- 
net, another minion of Napoleon, in St. Domingo, to partake 
of the sooial hospitalities of his home ; but, Toussaint, in- 
stead of finding the domestio oivilities that he expeoted, was 
bound in ohains, sent on board the Hero, a vessel already 
held in readiness for the eonsummation of the vile deed, in 
whieh he was oarried a prisoner to Pranoe. 

That magnanimous man bitterly repented at his leisure, 
his too great oonfidenoe in the word of the white man, in the 
eold dark dungeons of the oastle of Joux. And the depth 
of this repentanoe wa& intensified by a oompulsory fast order- 
ed by that would-be great and magnanimous man, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, who denied him food, and starved him to death. 

Grreat Grod ! how the blood runs ohiU, in oontemplating the 
ignoble end of the illustrious liegro ohieftain and statesman, 
by suoh base and perfidious means ! 
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A BLOODY lOTERLUDB FINALLY ESTABLISHBS NEGRO 

SOYEREIGNTY. 

But if the godlike Toussaint had thus proved himself de« 
fioient in those mean and unhallowed qualities that proyed 
his sad overthrow, nevertheless, the raee again proved itself 
equal to the emergenoy, by produeing other leaders to fill up 
the gap now left open. 

The negro generals, who had gone over to the servioe of 
France, on the solemn assuranoes and protestations of Leolero^ 
80on learned to imitate this new lesson of treaehery, and 
aoeordingly deserted his oause, and took up arms against 
France again. 

And, if afterwards, the heroie but sanguinary blaek chiefr 

Bessalines, who had previously massaered 500 innooent whites 

(if any of these treaeherous oolonists oan be ealled innooent) 

at Mirebalais ; 700 more at Yerettes, and several hundred 

others at La Riviere— I say again, if we now see him resume 

his work of slaughter and death, and hang 500 French prison* 

ers on gibbets ereoted in sight of the very oamp of Greneral 

Roehambeau, we may see in this the bitter fruit of the 

treaehery of 'the whites, in this dreadful reaetion of the 

blaeks.* These were the roots springing up, whieh Tous» 

saint spoke of so sorrowfulIy on the ship's deek, as he wa» 

borne away a prisoner to France, from the coastof St. Domin- 

go. The oaptive hero, ou this ooeasion, eompared himself to 

a tree, saying : " They have out down in me the trunk of the 

tree ; but the roots are many and deep." The furious Des- 

salines was, therefore, one of the foremost and firmest of these 

roots left in fet. Domingo by the fallen chief, Toussaint, wha 

soon sprung up into a verdant and luxurious growth of san« 

guinary deeds, by whioh the independenoe of his Island home 

was baptized in a Sea of Blood. 

Pinally, if we see Dessalines with red hot shot, prepared 

* Generftl Leeleie had now fallen a victim to tfae rayageB of yellow fever, and 
Koehambeau had sueeeeded to the euprerae eommand of the in^ading foroei. 

5 
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to sink thd 8qnadron of geoeral Boehatnbean, as it departed 
from Pranoe, although the negro chief had solemnly stipa- 
lated to allow it to sail from the harhor unmolested, wq find 
in this determination of the blood-thirsty man, how well he 
had leamed the lesson of treaehery and periidy from the ex- 
ample of the white man. 

« Thus, if shoeking depravity in perfidiousness and eoyenant 
breaking, is needed as another evidenoe of the negro's equal« 
ity with the white man, in order to prove his ability to goveni 
himself, then the implaoable blaok ohief, Dessalines, far- 
nishes us with that proof. 

I think, however, we may thank God, that the last aot of 
destruetion oontemplated by Dessalines was not oonsumma- 
ted, in consequ6nce of an English fleet taking Boehambeau 
and his squadrdn as prisoners of war in tbe harbor of Port- 
au-Prinee ; and thus, by this providential interposition, saved 
the raoe from a stigma on the pages of history, as foul as that 
whieh darkens the moral eharaeter of their antagonists. 

Having now arrived at the epoeh when the banners of 
negro independenee waved triumphantly over the Q,ueen of 
the Antilles : if we look baok at the trials and tribulations 
through whioh they oame up to this point of National regen- 
eration, we have presented to us, in the hardy enduranoe and 
perseveranoe manifested by them, in the steady pursuit of 
Liberty and Independenoe, the overwhelming evidence of 
their ability to govern themselves. For fourteen long and soul- 
trying years — twiee the period of the revolutionary struggle 
of this eountry — ^they battled manfully for freedom. It wa» 
on the 8th of Mareh, 1790, as we have seen, that the immor- 
tal man of eolor, Yineent Oje, obtained a deoree from the 
National Assembly guaranteeing equal politioal privileges to 
the free men of oolor in the island. And, after a eontinued 
sanguinary struggle dating from that time, the never-to-be- 
forgotten self-emancipated blaek slave, Jean Jaoque Dessa- 
lines, on the Ist of January, 1804, proelaimed negro free- 
dom and independenee throughoat the island of St. Domingou 



That freedoin and independenoe are written in the world's 
history in the ineiTaoeable oharaoters of blood ; and its orim- 
soned letters will eyer testify of the determination and of the 
ability of the negro to be free, thronghout the everlasting 
suooession of ages. 

EYIDENeBS 0F SELF-GOVERNMENT SINOB 1804. 

I will now prooeed to give a hasty synopsis of the eviden- 
oes that the Hay tians have oontinued to manifest sinoe their 
independenoe in demonstration ofthe Negroes* ability to gov- 
ern themselves. 

Dessalines the Liberator of his oountry was ohosen as a 
matter of oourse the first Ruler of Hayti. During his ad- 
ministration, the effioient organization of an army of 60,000 
men to defend the oountry against invaders— the ereotion of 
immense fortifioations, and the eifort to unite and oonsolidate 
the Spanish part of the Island in one government with the 
Frenoh portion over whioh he presided, showed that he un- 
derstood the preoautionary measures neeessary to preserve 
the freedom and independenee of his oountry ; and so far 
he kept up the oharaoter of the raoe for eapaoity in self-gov- 
emment. 

In the suooeeding administrations of the rivalchiefs, Ghris- 
tophe and Petion, we have indeed the sorrowful evidenoe of 
division, between the blaeks and the men of oolor or mulat- 
toes, the seeds of whioh was planted in the days of slavery. 
Nevertheless in that mutual good understanding that existod 
between them by whieh it was agreed to unite together when- 
ever a foreign foe invaded the island ; and in the oontemp- 
tuous manner that both ohiefs rejected the perfidious over- 
tures of Bonaparte, we have still the evidence of that eon- 
8ervative good sense whioh fully exhibits the negroes ability 
to take oare of himsell 

In the next administration of Boyer where we find these 
divisions in the French part of the island happily healed ; and 
the Spanish oolony also united in one government with the 
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Fr6noh| as Dessallnes ardently desiied in his time ; we have 
the most astonishing eyidenee of the perf6ction the Blaek 
raee oould make in the art of 8eIf-government| during the 
short period of twenty years independenoe. 

After Boyer's administration there were some slight mani- 
festations of disorder, arising frQm the smouldering .feud be- 
tween the blaoks and men of oolor that the anoient regime of 
«layery had oreated among ihem ; the baneful inAuenoe of 
whioh the work of freedom and independenoe has not yeit had 
time to entirely eiTaoe. In this disorder we find the Spanish 
part of the island seoede and set up a separate nationality. — 
But we find every thing in the Prenoh part soon settling down 
into (Nrder again, under the yigorous soeptre of the present 
ruler, Faustin L 

And in his known sentiments to harmonize all olasses of 
his people, and to unite the whole island under one strong 
goyernment, to seeure whioh end he has exerted every influ- 
enoe within his power, we have the oontinued eyidenoe of 
those large and extended yiews of national polioy among the 
arulers of Hayti, that proves theirability togoyern themselyes 
in a manner that will eompare favorably with the statesman- 
ship of any existing goyernment of mpdem civiIization. 

Here we shall rest the evidenoe in proof of the oompeteney 
of the negro raoe for self-government whieh we have drawn 
out to rather a protraoted length for the spaee assigned to a 
fiingle Leoture; and turn our attention now to some of the 
eyidenoes of oiviIized progress evinoed by that people. "We 
«hall be briefinthe eluoidation of this point, beoause ^as 
their ample oompetenoy to govem themselyes, has now been 
firmly established from the highest point of view, this fact of 
ltself demonstrates that the soundest elements of oiviIized 
progress are inherent among sueh a people. Neyertheless it 
will be well to particularize some of ihe proo& on this point 
alsa 
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BYIBENOBS 0F OIYILI^BD PHDGBESS. 

KATIONAL BKTSRmSB. 

Under the admiDistratiem of Dessalines aside from the 
Hilitary preparations we have notieed ; he eontinued the 
Gode Baral of Toussaint as the law of the land, thereby 
demonstrating that the negro in independenee oould oarry for- 
ward measures of industry for his owil benetit as well as for 
the whites when he governed for and in the name of Franee ; 
for suoh was the ease during the Gr6vernor G-eneralship of 
Toussaint. He also established sehools in nearly every dis- 
triet of his dominions, and the people seeing what advantage 
was possessed by those who had reoeived instruetion, attaoh- 
ed great importanee to its aequisition ; and as the result in a 
short time there were but few who did not leam to read and 
write. 

In the oonstitution that he promulgated, it was deolared 
that he who was not a good father, a good husband, and 
above all a good soldier, was unworthy to be oalied a Haytiaii 
citizen. * It was not permitted fathers to disinherit their ohii- 
dren ; and every person was required by law to exeroise some 
meohanieal art or handicraft. 

Thus fundamental measures were taken to make eduoa- 
tion, well regulated families and the meohanio arts, those 
three pillars of oiviIization, the basis of Haytian 8ociety.~ 
And in this £eLot where suoh high neoessities were recognized 
and appreoiated, we havethe most undoubted evidence of 
civilized progress. 

The overthrdw of the government of Dessalines, by the 
spontaneous uprising of the people in their ma^esty, when it 
had beeome a mereiless and tyrannieal despotism, may also be 
noted here as another evidenoe of progress in politieal freedom 
of thought th^t made the raoe seom to be tyrannized over by 
an oppressive master, whether that master was a oruel white 
tyrant, or a meroiless negro despot. 

Passing on to the two-foId govemment of Petion and Ghris* 
tophe^ we not only discover the same military vigilance kept 
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up by fhe oonstrnotlon of the tremendons fortifioation oalled 
the Gitadel Henry that was ereoted by Ghristophe, tmder the 
direotion of European Engineers, mounting 300 oannons ;— 
but we aiso find both of these ohief8 introduotng teaohers 
from Europe in theirrespeotire dominions ; and establishing 
the Lanoasterian system of sohools. 

We discover also during their administration, Protestant 
Missionaries ayailing themselves of the tolerant provision in 
regard to religious worship that had been maintained in the 
fundamental laws of the oountry sinoe the days of Dessalines. 
These Missionaries eommenoed their work of evangelizatioia 
witb the approbation of the negro and mulatto ohieffcains ;*-— 
and Ghristophe went so far as to import a oargo of Bibles 
for gratuitous distribution among his people. 

Thus do we find that progress oontinued to make its steady 
steps of advancement among these people, notwithstanding 
the politioal diyisions that had now taken plaoe among them. 

The suooeeding adrainistration of G-eneral Jean Pierre 
Boyer, under whom these divisions were happily healed, was 
fraught with stupendous projeots of advanoement. 

The whole of the laws of the island were codified and made 
simple, under six different heads, viz : The Gode Rural, the 
Civil Gode, the Gommereial Gode, the Griminal Gode, and the 
Gode of Givil and Griminal proeedure, regulating the praotioe 
in the several eourts of the island. Thus, by this Godification 
of her laws, did Hayti execute over thirty years ago, that 
whieh the States of this Union are just arousing to the ne- 
oessity of doing Boyer also set on foot a projeot of emigra- 
tion, for the purpose of induoing the oolored people of the 
United States to remove to Hayti, in order to replenish and 
aeeelerate the growth of the Haytian population. This project 
resulted in the removaI of 6,000 oolored people to that island 
from this eountry. 

In addition to this important movement, various enterprises 
were undertaken by men of publio spirit, during this ad- 
roinistration, to promote industry ameng the people of Hayti. 
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A oompany was forin^ to oanry on a mahogaiiy aaw milli 
whioh expended $20,000 in the purehase of the neeeasary 
maohinery from Franoe. The mill was ereoted at St. Maro's< 
Judge Lespinasse, ohief ^ustioe of the Court of Oassation, was 
President of the Oompany ; and it was under the speoial 
patronage of General Boyer, the President of the Repub* 
lio. 

Another oompany was also formed, under the 'presidenoy 
of Senator Jorge, for tanning purposes, and espended $10,000 
in preparations for oarrying on the business. A saw mill 
was also ereoted at Port-au-Prinoe, by a private individual, 
at the oost of $15,000. 

Thus were the most yigorous eiTorts of progress manifested 
during the administration of Boyer. 

In the subsequent administration of Q-uerrier, Pierrot, and 
Riviere, whioh followed eaoh other in quick and rather ohaotio 
suooession, the work of industrial progress did not abate. 
Two steamers were purohased by the government, a model 
agrioultural farm was established under a soientifio direotor 
from Franoe ; and English arohiteots, oarpenters, and stone 
masons were hired to oome in the oountry to improve the style 
of building. 

FinaIIy, we also disoover the same evidenoes of gradual 
progress, when we oome down to the present administration 
of Paustin I. A navy of about twenty armed vessels has been 
oreated. Thirteen steam sugar mills have been ereoted. The 
system of eduoation improved and extended. And a house 
of industry ereoted at Port-au-Prinoe, for the purpose of in- 
struotmg boys in the meohanio arts. 

And here letme add, that during the whole period of these 
8UOoessive adrainistrations, that we have thus summarily 
passed under review, a thrifty oommeroial trade has been 
maintained between that island and the maratime nations of 
Europe and Amerioa, amounting in the a^regatoy to several 
millions of doUars per annum. 

Henoe^ these evidenoes of eduoational and industrial devel-* 
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opment, expaiidiiig ootitifiiially as years roU onward, we re« 
gard as the most irreiragable proof of true civilized progres» 
on the part of the Haytian people. 

STABILITY 0F THE GOYERNMENT. 

But in addition to these facts, we me^y adduee the general 
stability of the goyernment they have maintained, as another 
evidence of oivilized progress. There have been but eighi 
rulers in Hayti sinee 1804, eounting separately, Ghristophe 
and Petion, who ruled eotemporaneously. This is a period 
of fifty-three years down to the present time. And in the 
United States, sinoe 1809, there have been ten diiTerent 
ohief magistrates — a period of forty-eight years. Thus, thi» 
oountry has had two more rulers tban Hay ti, within a period 
five years less than the Haytian sovereignty. 

The fact is, there is no nation in North Amerioa, but the 
United States, nor any in South Amerioa, esoept Brazil, that 
oan pretend to oompare with Hayti, in respeot to general sta^ 
bility of government. The Spanish Republies of Amerioa 
will have as many diiTerent rulers in eight years as Haytihai» 
had in a half eentury. 

And the oolonial dependeneies of European nations ohange 
governors at least thr^e times as often as that Begro nation 
has done. This politioal stability, therefore, on tbe part of 
the Haytians, indioates a vast remove from Barbarism. It 
is far ahead of the anarohy of some so-ealled civilized nations^ 
And it therefore indieates a high degree of civilization and 
progress. 

'Some exceptions might be taken, by the over serupulou» 
partizan of popular institutions, at the tendenoy manifested 
to vaoillate between a Republiean and Monarehial form of 
government, that has eonstantly been exhibited in Hayti, sinoe* 
ihe days of Dessalines. 

The desire for Republioan institutions has its rise in the 
Gosmopolitan ideas and example of Franoe,. at the time o£ 
ihe Haytian Revol]ition.. The proximate. example of the' 
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United States may also InAneiioe tbis desire for repuBlieBttisa» 
to some extent. 

On the other hand, Monarohy is an anoient traditionary 
predileotion of the raoe derived from Afrioa, whieh anoient 
oontinent maintains that form'of govemment in oommon witb 
the rest of the old world. The gorgeoas splendor and aa-- 
gust prestige of aristrooratio rank and title, always attendant 
on this form of govemment, hold an imperious sway over the^ 
minds of this raoe of men whohare sooh a keen appreoiation 
of the beaatifal. With these monarobioal instinots on the^ 
one hand, and those powerfaI republioan inilaenoies on the 
other, Haytihas oontinually osoillated between a republioan' 
and a monarohial fbrm of goveriiment. But be it ever re^ 
membered to her oredit, this osoillation has not unsettled the* 
permanent stability of her national administration, as the 
faots previouBly adduoed, abundantly provB. 

Permit me, however, to urge with due deferenoe to the re- 
publioanideas whioh surround me, that it matters not in the" 
eternal prinoiples of morality, what the form of govemment 
may be, so long as the ruHng powers of a nation meintain the 
invioIability of personal liberty, exaot justioe and politioal' 
equality am6ng all of its honest oitizens and subjeots. If 
these things are not so maintained, a republio is as great, nay 
a greater despotism that an autooraoy. 

If there is but one despot to oppress the people, then there* 
is but one neok to be severed in order to rid the earth of suoh 
a loathesome pest But if the petty despots are numbered 
by the millions ; then woe to that presoribed olasa that may" 
fall under their tyranny, {oi it will need more axes and more* 
exeeutioners than oan be supplied, inorder to get ihis oount^ 
less brood out of the way. 

A popular despotism therefore, whose rulers are oomposed 
of politioal gamblers for the spoils of offibe and burglarious 
plunderers of the publio treasury that tyranizes over any olass 
of its oitizensand subject, is less tolerable than amonarohioar 
or an aristooatio despotism^ even- though its rulers are a he-* 

6 
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reditary elass of blood-titled paupers pensioned from genera- 
tion to generation, on the publie bounty of the nation. Among 
this latter elass of rolers there is not to be f6und sueh a des- 
perate and reekless set of la,wles8 adyenturers as will be 
found among the former. And should suoh monster s present 
themselves, they are in a more tangible shape to be got at 
and disposed of in a government of the few, than in that of 
the many. Henoe the saered purposes of govemment in se- 
ouring the w:elfare of the whole people will always be mor e 
nearly arrived at in the one than in the other. 

The Haytian people when governed by the orowned and 
imperial Dessalines testified iheir love of liberty, by destroy- 
ing the tyrant when he violated the oonstitution ond over. 
stepped the laws of his oountry. 

The Amerioan people under a repubUean foTm of govera. 
ment manifest their want of a love of true liberty, when 
they permit a vagabond set of politioians, whose eharaoter 
for rowdyism disgraees the nation, to enaot ^uoh an odious 
law as the Fugitive Slave biU, violating the writ of Habeas 
Gorpus^ and other saered guarantees of the Oonstitution ;~ 
and then tamely submitto this high handed outrage, beoause 
suoh unprinoipled seoundrels voted in their insane revelry, 
that it must be the Supremelaw of the land, 

If there was one-half of the real love of liberty amongeven 
the people of the professedly free northem states, as there 
is among the negroes of Hayti, every one of their national 
representatives who voted for that infamous biU, or who 
would not vote instantaneously for its repeal, would be tried 
for his life, oondemned and pubUoly exeouted as aooessory to 
inan steaUng. Thus would a free people, determined to 
preserve their liberties, rid themselves of a brood of petty 
tyrants who seek to impose their unhaUowed partizan oaprioes 
upon the oountry , as the supreme law of the land, over-riding 
even the Higher Law of God. And thus in time would they 
exhibit an equallyjealous regard fortheir rights, asthe Hay- 
tians did, when t^ey rid thomselves of the tyrant Dessalines* 
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If saoh was the real loTe of liberty amotig the northern 
pecq[>le of this yain^lorioiis Repablio, we shonld soon annihi- 
late that morally spineless olass of politioians, who need de« 
oision of oharaoter, when they get to Washington, to legislate 
for ireedom. AII suoh as were thus morally destitute of 
spinal yertebres to resist the aggressions of the slave power, 
in the National Halls of iegislation, would also soon be physi- 
oally defioient in their oeryioal yertebrse, when they returned 
home, to meet the extreme penalty of an outraged and indig- 
nant oonstituenoy. 

Butsuoh a determined spirit of liberty does not exist here, 
and honest men must snbmit therefore with lamb-Iike pa- 
tienoe td this tepublioan despotism of irresponsible politioal 
partisanS' who vioIate eyery just priooiple of law, beoause 
these unrighteous deorees are perpetrated in the name of the 
soyereign people. 

Henee there is far more seourity for personal liberty and 
fhe general welfare of the goyerned, among the monarohidal 
negroes of Hayti where the rulers are held indiyidually res- 
ponsible for their publio aots, than exists in this bastard de- 
mooraoy. 

The single neoked despot is soon reaehed by the keen 
ayenging axe of liberty, for any aots of despotism among the 
Haytian blaoks ; but here its dull and blunted edge lays use- 
less ; for it might be hurled in yain and fall powerless among 
a nameless orowd of millions. 

eONGLUSION. 

But our historioal inyestigations are at an end, and we must 
hasten to bring our reAeotions to a oonelusion. I haye now 
fulfilled my design in yindioating the oapaoity of the negro 
raoe for seIf-goyemment and oiyilized progress against the 
unjust aspersions of our unprinoipled oppressors, by boldly 
examining the faots of Haytian history and deduoing legiti- 
mate oonolusions therefrom. I haye summoned the sable 
heroes and statesmen of that independent isle of the Garib- 



44 

lean Sea, and tried ihem by the high etandard of roodern 
«ivilization| Tearlessly oomparing tbem with the most illus- 
4;rioas men of the most enlightened nations of the earth ^ 
«nd in this e^amination and eomparison the negro raoe ha« 
«lot fell one whit behind their oontemporaries. And in this 
investigation I have made no allowanoe for tbe negroes ju8t 
emerging £rom a barbarons oondition and out of the brutish 
ignoranoe of West Indian 8lavery. I have been oareM not 
to make euoh an allowanoe, for fear that instead of proving 
negro equality only, I should prove negro superiority. I shun 
the point of making this allowanoe to tha negro, as it might 
re^erse the oase of the que8tion entirely, that I have been 
eombatting and instead of disproving his aUedged inferiority 
only, would on the other hand, go farther, and establish his 
:8uperiority . Therefore as it is my design to banish the words 
" superiority" and " inferiority" from the vooabalary of the 
world, when applied to the natural oapaoity of raees of men, 
I olaim no allowanoe for them on the soore of their oonditioa 
<and oiroumstanee& 

Having now presented the preoeding array of faot8 and 
«urguments to establish, before the world, the negro's equality 
with the white man in oarrying forward the great prineq>les 
of self-govemment and oivilized prqgress ; I would now have 
these faots exert their legitimate inAuenoe over the minds of 
my raoe, in this oountry, in produeing that most desirable 
ob]eot of arousing them to a full oonseiousness of their own 
inherent dignity ; and thereby inereasing among them that 
eelf-respeot. whioh shall urge them on to the perforinanoe of 
those great deeds whioh the age and the raee now demand at 
tiieirhands. 

Our bretiuren of Hayti, who stand in the vanguard of the 
moe, have already made a name, and a fame for us, tiiat is 
«U9 imperishable as the world's history, They exeroise sove- 
Teign authority over an island, that in natural advantages, is 
the Eden of Amerioa, and the garden spot of the world. 
Her rioh resouroes invite the oapaoity of 10,000,000 human 
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))eings to ade^aately nse them. It beoomes theii an impor- 
tant ^uestion for the negro raee in Amerioa to well oonsider 
the weighty responstbility that the ptesent exigency deyolves 
upon them, . to oontribute to the oontinued adyanoement of 
this negro nationality of the New World until its glory and 
renown shall overspread and cover the whole earth, and re« 
deem and regenerate by its inAuenoe in the future, the be- 
nighted Fatherland of the raoe in Afrioa. 

Here in this blaok nationality of the New World, ereot- 
ed under suoh glorious auspioes, is the stand point that 
raust be oooupied, and the lever that must be exerted, 
to regenerate and disenthrall the oppression and igno- 
ranoe of the raoe, throughout the woiid. We must not 
o^erlook this praotioal vantage ground whioh Providenoe has 
raised up for us out of the depths of the sea, for any man- 
made and utopian soheme that is prematurely foroed upon 
U8, to send us aoross the ooean, to rummage the graves of our 
anoestors, in fruitljBSS}and.Ul-directed efFortsat the wrong end 
of human progres^s. ^ X!liviIization and Ohristianity is passing 
iromthe East to the West ; and its pristine splendor will only 
be re^indled in the anoient nations of the Old World, afier it 
has belted the globe in|its westward oourse, and revisited the 
Orient again. The Serpentine jtfBl ' of oivilization and ohris- ^ ' ^' ' 
tianity, like the anoient philosopbio symbol of eternity, must 
ooil baokward to its fountain head. G-od, ihereiore in per- 
mitting the aooursed slave traffio to transplant 8q many mil- 
lions of the raoe, to the New World, and eduoing therefrom 
«uoh a negro nationality as Hayti, indieates thereby, that we 
iiave a work now to do here in the Western World, whioh in his 
own good time shall shed its orient beams upon the Patherland 
of the raoe. Let us see to it, that we meet the exigenGy now 
imposed upon us, as nobly on our part at this time as the Hay- 
tians met theirs at the opening of the present eentury. And 
in seeking to perform this duty, it may well be a question 
"with us, whether it is not our duty, to go and indentify our 
destiny with our li»»k) bretiiren in that independent ide of 
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III. 

An Eeeay on the Abolition of Slayery, and the means of extirpat{ng the pr^n* 
diee of the whites against the negro raee. Translated from tEie French of Yietor 
Sehoeleher, the distinguiBhed abolitionist of France. This work wiU be pabUshed 
aboat May Ist, 1858. 



IT. 

The Arst number of the Afric-American Repository, a qaarterly eompendiom 
of Negro Literature. This periodieal will be issaed ttom the press, Jaly, 1858. 
This periodieal, whieh was to haye been isBaed Jaly, 1857, lias been delayed ooe 
year, in order to establish it upon a soander basis. 

Farther publieations of the eompany, and more minute information of its op- 
erations, willbe adyertisedi as neeessity inay require from time totime hereafter.. 

Gommunieations relating to the busineBS of the eompany, and all orders for 
its publieations, should be addresaed to its general Agent, 

JOHN P. ANTHONT, Nm Swm, Gotm, 
AuGUST Ist, 1857. 
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